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under cover of the forts still held by the allies, instead of
waiting for them also to be stormed. Lord Hood, whose
relations with Langara had been anything but pleasant, and
who had been urged by the English Government to occupy
some permanent position in the Mediterranean, as the head-
quarters of the fleet, gladly complied His ships all needed
repairs; his base of operations was as far distant as Gibraltar;
and Hood was anxious to take possession of Corsica, where
the Paolist party had already made overtures to him. He
therefore made preparations to retire; as many of the royalists,
who feared the vengeance of the republican army, as possible
were taken on board the English and Spanish ships, and on
December 17 the allied fleets sailed out of the harbour, and
waited for the completion of a dangerous and difficult operation
entrusted to Captain Sidney Smith of H.M.S. Tigre, namely,
the setting fire to all the completed and uncompleted ships
of the French Mediterranean squadron in Toulon dockyard,
which the allies could not man or take away. Sidney Smith
partially accomplished his task; the republican army stormed
the remaining forts, and on 29 Frimaire (December 29) entered
the city. The punishment inflicted on the city by the deputies
on mission has been mentioned;1 the rewards given to the
two men who had been most instrumental in the success of
the siege, were that Dugommier was appointed to the command
of the army of the Eastern Pyrenees, and that Bonaparte was
promoted to be general of brigade, and nominated to the
command of all the artillery attached to the army of Italy.
That army had remained in a watching attitude along the
Maritime Alps, under the command of Dumerbion, and could
do nothing, while the best troops belonging to it were serving
at the siege of Toulon, at the conclusion of which a large
portion of the successful army was despatched to the army
of the Eastern Pyrenees, under Dugommier, to drive the in-
vading Spaniards out of Roussillon.2

1  Vol. ii. p. 380.

2  On the siege of Toulon and the events which led up to and followed
it, see Precis Histomque sur les evenements de Toulon en 1793, by the Baron